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• Formed 23 May 2000

• 25 November 2004 : registered in Charity 

Commission (#1106987)
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12.25-12.30 Joining Zoom-Gathering 

Session 1 12.30- 13.00 BNAC 20th Anniversary programme Chair/moderator: Dr Krishna Adhikari

12.30-12.42 Welcome and short presentation: 20 
years of BNAC

Dr Krishna Adhikari

12.42-12.47 Remarks: On founding the BNAC Prof Surya Subedi, (QC, OBE, DCL)- the 
Founding Chair

12.47-12.52 Remarks: BNAC and Nepal Embassy, 
London.  

Nepali Ambassador HE Dr Durga 
Bahadur Subedi

12.52-12.55 Introduction of the BNAC PhD 
Dissertation Prize winners-2020

Dr Punam Yadav with Liana Chase 
and Dr Ivan Deschenaux 

12.55-12.59 Remarks: BANC for young researchers Dr Liana Chase 

Session 2 13.01-14.50 BNAC Annual Lecture Moderator : Dr Krishna Adhikari

13.03-13.07 Introducing the speaker Prof David Gellner 

13.07-14.00 Lecture Professor Martin Gaenszle

14.00-14.45 Q & A (discussion) General audience 

14.45-14.50 Closing Chair
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REVISITING BNAC 
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Highlights

• 2002 Began 

• Speakers alternated 

between Nepal and Europe. 

• 18th lecture today

2021 onwards- Speakers not 

limited to Europe (open to the 

world)
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0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0

Religion and rituals

(Higher) Education

Gender, equality

Public Health

Biodiversity (legal)

Development

Archaeology

Human rights (legal)

Federalism

Linguistics

Media

Research

Demoracy, mobilisation

Literature

Topics covered (N=18)

13, 72%

5, 28%

Male Female
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Date Series Year Speaker Institution Title of the presentation

17/05/2002 1st 2002 Dr Pratyoush Onta Martin Chautari In Search of a Narrative: Stories of Democratic Experiments in

Post-1990 Nepal

27/06/2003 2nd 2003 Prof. Alan Macfarlane Cambridge Digital Himalaya: Nepal in Context

2004 3rd 2004 Manjushree Thapa Anti Rana resistance and (??)
16/11/2005 4th 2005 Prof. Anthony Costello UCL Power, Placebos and Participation: The Struggle 

for Health in Rural Nepal
16/11/2006 5th 2006 Prof. Kedar Bhakta 

Mathema
TU Crisis in Education: Challenges for the Future 

Government of Nepal.

29/11/2007 Can-
celled

2007 Prof. David Seddon East Anglia Milestones in the Long Road to Democracy in Nepal
[announced but cancelled because of illness]

06/11/2008 6th 2008 Ms. Sapana Pradhan 
Malla

Advocate Inclusive Republican Democracy and Women’s Rights in 
Nepal

10/09/2009 7th 2009 Prof. Alex Michaels University of 
Heidelberg

Religion and Politics in Contemporary Nepal: The Case of 
the Pashupatinath Temple

20/10/2010 8th 2010 Dr Rajendra Pradhan Nepa School Women’s Rights Cases in the Supreme Court of Nepal

31/10/2011 9th 2011 Dr Anne de Sales CNRS, Paris Our god Braha saved us from our wrong thinking: time, 
identity and historical change in the hills of Nepal

19/10/2012 10th 2012 Dr Ananda Mohan 
Bhattarai

Supreme Court The Protection of Himalayan Biodiversity: Why a Regional 
Legal Framework?

28/11/2013 11th 2013 Prof. Piers Blakie East Anglia Reflections on Thirty Years of Research in Nepal: The 
Politics of Subjects, Researchers and Audiences

19/11/2014 12th 2014 Prof. Robin Coningham 
(with Kosh Prasad 
Acharya)

Durham/ Pashupati 
Area Dev Trust

Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu: New Archaeological Discoveries 
in the Nepal

12/11/2015 13th 2015 Prof. Abhi Subedi Tribhuvan University The Unique Blend of Literature, Politics, and History

17/11/2016 14th 2016 Ms. Mandira Sharma University of Essex Transitional Justice, Accountability, and the Rule of Law 
in Nepal

23/11/2017 15th 2017 Prof. Pitamber Sharma National Planning 
Commission 

Some Reflections on Federalism and Development 
Strategy in Nepal

01/11/2018 16th 2018 Prof. Dr Joanna Pfaff-
Czarnecka

Bielefeld University Belonging to Academia? Higher Education, Inequality, 
and Development

14/11/2019 17th 2019 Prof. Yodenra Yadava Nepal Academy Nepal’s Contemporary Linguistic Landscape: Its 
Implications for Language Endangerment and Mother 
Tongue-Based Multilingual Education

05/11/2020 18th 2020 Prof. Martin Gaenszle University of Vienna Satyahangma Rituals: Commemorating Phalgunanda in 
Eastern Nepal
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Highlights

• 2005- Started

• 2009 onwards- Annual, rotating from one 

university to another. 

• 2011 (Cambridge)- Became two days 

programme (DAYZ)

• 2017- Changed to Nepal Study Days (Nepal 

Conference)

• 2018 Durham- Parallel sessions included

• 2020- Reverted back to Nepal Study Days 

(without conference)

2020- Cancelled due to Covid-19, 2021 to 

be organised online (UCL)
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NSD Events by Host Institutions 
(NSDs 17, Institutions 9)

Subjects covered 

1. Health

2. Education, institutions 

3. Religion, culture

4. Ethnicity, languages, gender, 

5. Politics, nationalism, identity, conflicts

6. Environment, ecology and energy

7. NGOs, development 

8. Laws and constitution 

9. Media

10. Tourism, arts, heritage

11. Migration and diaspora

12. Social enterprises, management 
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Series Date Host institution Papers Organisers 
1st 3 March 2005 SOAS 8 papers; 1 film Michael Hutt (?)

2nd 17 March 2006 SOAS 12 papers Michael Hutt (?)
3rd 16 March 2007 UCL 6 papers Anthony Costello (?)
4th 13 July 2007 Oxford Themed- NGO and Civil Society

8 papers
David Gellner (?)

5th 23 April 2008 Oxford 7 papers
1 Roundtable

David Gellner (?)

6th 11 Sept. 2008 SOAS Details not available Michael Hutt (?)
7th 30 March 2009 Edinburgh 1 Keynote

13 Papers; 1 Film 
Ian Harper

8th 19th April 2010 Durham 13 papers Ben Campbell
9th 20-21 April 2011 Cambridge 29 paper

Extended to two days
Mark Turin
Sara Shneiderman

10th 19-20 April 2012 Reading 30 papers (with 1 documentary)
5- Posters [introduced]; 68 participants ; 
Community collaboration; Outside university

Krishna Adhikari

11th 18-19 April 2013 Edinburgh (UoE, and 
RBG)

34 papers
1 film

Dr Jeevan Sharma,  Dr Radha Adhikari and 
Dr Mark Watson

12th 24-25 April 2014 Oxford 20 papers Sondra Hausner, Dr Krishna Adhikari, Prof. 
David Gellner

13th 16-17 April 2015 SOAS 29 papers Michael Hutt, Feyzi Ismail, Monika Shrestha, 
Michele Serafini, Stefanie Lotter

14th 14-15 April 2016 Liverpool John Moore PhD method workshop
24 Papers; 1 Panel discussion ; 9 Posters

Padam Simkhada and Sara Parker

15th 12-13 April 2017 Bournemouth 21 papers; 1 Keynote; 8 Posters
1 Workshop

Edwin van Teijlingen
Jib Acharya; Prabin Regmi

16th 17-18 April 2018 Durham 35 papers [Parallel session introduced]
1 photo presentation; 1 Keynote
PhD Dissertation Prize; (as Nepal conference)

Ben Campbell; Hanna Ruszczyk
Ramji Bhandari; & Robin Coningham

17th 15-16 April 2019 Edinburgh (UoE, and 
RBG)

32 papers [Parallel sessions]
Keynote speech; RB Garden visit
PhD Dissertation prize (as Nepal conference)

Jeevan Sharma, Ian Harper, Monalisa 
Adhikari, Pia Noel, Radha Adhikari
Mark Watson, Colin Pendry, Bhaskar 
Adhikari, Heleen Plaisier

18th 2020 Covid-19 Tejendra Pherali
2021 UCL Online
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PhD Dissertation Prize

विद्यािारिवि शोिपत्र पसिकाराि  Highlights

• 2017- Began 

• 2020- Prizes increased to (up to) 2

• 2021- Open to the world. 

A call for submissions going out soon 
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2018 Winner Marina 
Korzenevica

Young People Navigating Political 
Engagement through Post-war 

Instability and Mobility: A Case from 
Rural Nepal

University of Copenhagen

Second 
place

Samuele Poletti Obscure Existential Narratives: 
Predetermination and Freedom in 
Nepalese Horoscopic Knowledge

University of Edinburgh

Joint third Rashmi 
Upadhyay

The Embodiment of “Fear” among 
Migrant Workers

North Eastern Hill University, 
India

Joint third Hanna Ruszczyk Resilience Lens Ignores Risk 
Perception

Durham University

2019 Winner Samuele Poletti The good, the dead and the Other: 
Chronicles of a Nepali 
Phantasmicide

University of Edinburgh

Second 
place

Bishnu Prasad 
Choulagai

Skilled Birth Attendant Service in 
Nepal: Overcoming barriers to 
utilization

University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden

2020 Joint winner Liana Chase Care in Translation (chapter) SOAS, University of London

Joint winner Ivan 
Deschenaux

No Culture of Our Own (chapter) London School of 
Economics and Political 
Science

Third place Ms. Monalisa 
Adhikari

Breaking the Balance? The Impact 
of Peacekeeping on Civil-Military 
Relations

University of Edinburgh
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Political
freedoms,
Democracy

CIAA’s 
actions

Disasters Indo-Nepal
relations,
Nepalis
abroad

BBC- Nepali Academic
institutions

Statements by subjects (N=13) 
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2005 2006 2011 2014 2015 2016 2018 2019

Number of statements by year 

Highlights

• 2005- On royal takeover

• Too many requests for 

statements

2019 onwards- Issue statements 

only on very significant and 

compelling matters 
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SN Date Title Remarks 

1

21/02/2005 Open Statement by The Britain Nepal-
Academic Council

Opposing royal take over in Nepal

2

25/10/2005 Open Statement by The Britain Nepal-
Academic Council

Press freedom (Opposing seizure of equipment from the 
Kantipur FM)

3

18/04/2006 Violence Against People 
Demonstrating Peacefully in Nepal

In support of the Democratic movement on 2006

4

01/05/2011 The BBC Nepali Service: an expression 
of concern

Expressing concern on the decision to stop SW 
frequencies of the Nepali Service

5

08/09/2014 Letter to the Qatari Embassy Expressing concern about the detention of Nepali 
researchers in Qatar

6

27/10/2014 Death caused by the Annapurna 
Storm

Condolences, and call for search for missing

7

25/11/2014 Freedom of Expression of Nepali 
Citizens

Express serious concern over restrictions placed on the 
freedom of expression of Nepali citizens

8

29/04/2015 Nepal Earthquake of Saturday 25th 
April 2015

Expressing sympathies and calling for support.

9

09/11/2015 Statement on the current political crisis 
in Nepal

Expressing concern on the use of violence in Madhesh, 
and Nepal’s border blockade. 

10

27/04/2016 Statement on CIAA Arrest of Kanak 
Mani Dixit 

Express concern on the CIAA’s manner and actions 

11

1/10/2016 Statement on CIAA Interference in an 
Academic Institution (SSB)

Expressing concern on CIAA intervention to the SSB. 

12 14/11/2018 Letter to BBC Call for Save UK-base of the BBC Nepali Service 

13

15/02/2019 Alleged Sexual Harassment and 
Misconduct at Tribhuvan University, 
Nepal

Expressing concern on the lack of policies against sexual 
harassment at TU and Nepali universities. 
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• Occasional lectures and seminars 

• Occasional round-tables

• BNAC-DFID-Nepal Engagements on policy dialogue (from 2019)

• Annual Kathmandu Conference on the Nepal and the Himalayas Martin-

Chautari- BNAC Lecture Series (from 2019)
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UK-based 

• Universities and HEIs- Particularly SOAS, 
London. 

• Nepal Embassy London 

• Centre for Nepal Studies UK

• Merging NepSocs 

• NRNA and Nepali Associations

EBHR- European Bulletin for Himalayan 
Research

Nepal and beyond

• SSB, Kathmandu (and other associations: 
CNRS, ANHS, Nepal-Japan Network)

• Martin Chautari, Kathmandu

Occasional collaborations/ considerations 
(pipeline):

• Nepal Academy 

• Gandaki University 

• Sudurpaschim University 
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Highlights 

• Voluntary labour by 
members

• Have no paid staff 

• Rotation of four 
members, so 
elections three times 
in four years

***

• Expanding 
participation 

• Diversification 

***

• Does not conduct  
research 

• Income from 
membership and 
sponsorship
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• Become a BNAC member: 

https://www.bnac.ac.uk/membership/

• Subscribe BNAC mailing list: 

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-

bin/webadmin?A0=BNAC

• Visit our website: bnac.ac.uk 

• Like our Facebook page: BNAC.UK and follow us on 

Twitter @BNAC2014 

• Sponsor our programmes

• Send us your feedback: punamy@gmail.com or 

krishna.Adhikari@anthro.ox.ac.uk
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Thank you 
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